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CHAPTFR IV 
POPULATION AND FMIGRATICN 


INTRODUCTORY RFPNARKS 


The puovlation of Japan 4s characterizea by a density 
and a rate of increase comparable to those of the hignest in 
the world. Although thoro are no accurate data to verify 
the population of Japan prior to the Meiji Restoration 
(1°68), the number if ‘nr4eiterss is put in approximate 
figures at thirty millions. It 1s com~ied that in the 
preceding century or more the population had remained almost 
at a standstill. The prolific increase in pupulation is 
therefore a phenomena of the past 70 years during which 


time the number of inhabitants has more than doubled. The 


rate of increase by decades is as follows: 1870-1880, 5%; 


1880-1890, 7.6% 1890-1900, 10%; 1900-1910, 12% 1910-1920, 
13%; 1920-1950, 15%. For the autneuenntalpaeebay 1230-1935, 
the rate of increase fell of to 6.4%. The annual growth in 
population was highest in 1952 at 1,007,398, but since then 
a gradual decline has been noted. 

Race .--According to the investigations made during 1937 
throughout the Fmpire and those residing abroad, the number 
of the Yamato race (the main strain of what is known as the 
Japanese race) aggregated 75,006,239, Chosenese 22,915,256, 
Taiwanese 5,261,518 (5,136,175 of Chinese origin, and 25,343 
of the Takasago race or aborigines). Other minor races are 
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50,741 of the:South Seas with 47,775 Kanakes and: 3,605 
Chamorros. The Ainu ruve which inhabits the Hokkaido and 
Karafuto districts numbered 16,519 and 1,355, resoectively. 
Resides the Ainu race, there are the so-called Karafuto 
natives numbering 515, ineludiug 276 Orokes, VYakutsk, otc. 

Pupulation of the whole fmpire,--The population of the 
whole Fmpire of Japan as enumerated by the 1935 census is 
97,697,555. Contrasted wita the 1930 census, it shows an 
‘ 4nerease of 7,301,512, or 8.1%.. As for the. increase shown 
by Japan Proper and her colonies during the five years, Japan 
Proper is represented by 4,804, 143 (7.4%), Korea by 1,840,- 
783 (&.7%), AC OGRR. by 619,881 (13.5%) and. Karafuto by 56,747 
(12.5%). ee 

The leased territory of Kwantung Province accounts for 
1,154,704, the South Manchuria Railway Zone for 522,689 and 
the mandated South Sea Islands for 102,557.. Adding -these 
figures to the population of the, whole, Fmpire given above, 
the total is 99,456,818. 
a Density of Papulation.--The average. density of population 
of the ®mpire accoding to the 1955 census 4s .145.- That of 
Japan Proper is 181, which makes Japan one of the most densel;y 
populated countries in the world coming next only to Holland, 
Belgium and Fngland, as stated above. Contrasted with the 
two pr-vious census, the number shows a gain of 12 and 25 


respectively. 
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2,369 (26,544 per square Pr) Kenagawa, A Azehi, and Fukuoka 


prefectures ave each represented by *“* and upwards, Kanagawa 


and Saitama and other prefectures by 400 and UP+.nas, The 


Hokkaido comes last with 35 per sqvare km. 533 per sqitars wide 


Table 1. Population of Japan Compared with Other Countries 
Area Population Male Female Dersit: 
Year (sc -km.)(1,000) (1,000) (1, 000) per -m 
Japanese Pmpire +eseeee 01957 680,¢7% 100,655 50,860 50,006 
of which Japan Expery ss 1957 3e2 ,545 71,253 55, "110 35,545 
AUStTALLAs ceccecscee ee slG55 7,704,129 6, "639 eee eee 
Belgium.secsee- 11936 30,506 76. "331 eee coe 
AES} |e Aa ROMER (1 9,669, * 658 11,120 eee coe 
Chindcceccccccesscevecel G00 10, "361, 604 £46,605 eee toe 
Pngland..sorececeer ees L057 "243, "412 47,288 22,725 24 ,562 
FanGC vcccccssccccecserlool 550,986 41,907 coe eee 
GeYMANyesecsseerseeee es lool 470,714 67 , 587 008 pele 
Holland. scocccsecccssee Gor 34, 759 8,640 eee eee 
British Nndia...+ereees' ‘93L 4 ,684 457 352,858 181,829 171,009 
Ttalyscecscccecceree sce an "S10, 390 42,919 21,068 21,851 
Manchouku0.eeeeesrrrse' ~LP36 1,¢ 395, 143 66,508 19,292 16,046 
U. Ss. A. ag t eee e Nea EeE 72839, °347 1e° ,257 eee eee : 
Uv. Ss. Ss. Re SOROS eka 21, 267, "714 165, 748 eee aee 
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